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Very many thanks for your kindness in sending me your
monograph on Gregorovius, which recalls to my mind so
many persons dear to me, many of whom have already
passed away. Your lovely book will always be a valuable
and interesting reminder of my Italian home. Poets and
authors will never tire of singing and talking of the Eternal
City, and especially the German poets, who love the m/hcsc
most, are most deeply permeated by its magic and write
most poetically about it.
My old habit of spending a part of the summer on the
Semmering in addition to an occasional winter visit developed
into a kind of professional journalistic duty during the
summers of Prince Billow's Foreign Secretaryship. Frau
Billow had many old ties with Vienna and Austria. Her
doctor, Professor Ghrobak, on whose advice she sometimes
visited Bad Hall in Upper Austria, lived in Vienna, In Vienna,
too, she had spent part of her youth and had met Billow,
Moreover, the new leader of Germany's foreign policy thought
it important to study allied Austria-Hungary at first hand,
Biilow has been accused in many quarters of unreliability, "
and after the affair of the Daily Tekgpaph interview was even
branded as the " Father of Lies/' but on the other hand he
must be credited with unflinching loyaltjr to Austria-Hungary,
In his memoranda of the pre-war period deposited in the
archives of the Foreign Office, it would be difficult to find
one document containing the slightest hint of disloyalty to
Austria-Hungary. The alliance with the dual monarchy
which Germany had inherited from Bismarck remained to
him too a fundamental principle of all foreign policy, Nor
did he ever doubt that Austria-Hungary would always loyally
keep her faith.
His faith in Italy could have been more easily shaken,
The doubts of Italy's loyalty to het alliance expressed in his
reports to the Foreign Office by Count Monts, Ambassador
in Rome, did not leave Biilow entirely unaffected, although
he never reached Monts* firm conviction of Italy's vacillation,

